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245-5110 Mon-Fri 9-5 Tembu Pri-
g irom Tradition so T

ART PICKS

William Zimmer

Sonia Balassanian: Hostages, a Diary
Eline Meyer
410 West Broadway (through July 12)

Sonia Balassanian's abstract paintings look like
cardiographs, as they consist of a fervigd onrush of
seribbling based on Pharst (Persian) script. At leastshe
painted that way before she found herself entangled in
the Iranian revolution, when inthe fall of 1978 she
returned to Teheran with the balmy prospect of teaching
art at the university.

Now back in New York, Balassanian has
metamorphosed into a political artist. She has amassed
all the printed matter she can about the revolution and
seizure of the hostages. and has reacted to itin her own
way — obsessively scribbling over all of it. {One wali of
the gailery gets material added daily.) For all her passion,
Batassanian impresses as a dispassionate nistorian
(though there's no love lost between her and the shah)
whose fingers are on ali the pressure points. Her
untamabie work is convincingly heartfelt.
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NONSON GALLERY, 133 Wooster 5.
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